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Know the Codes:
Billing Codes:
● 99201-99205 for new patients
● 99211-99215 for established patients
For more information about ICD-10 diagnostic
codes and additional resources, visit:
https://www.forwardhealth.wi.gov/WIPortal/
content/provider/TCB/home.htm.spage

Covered Counseling
Evaluation & Management (E&M) visits for the 
sole purpose of tobacco-dependence treat-
ment are covered and do not require prior 
authorization for reimbursement. Services 
may be provided by ancillary staff (e.g., staff 
nurse) if under direct supervision of a 
physician. Medicaid reimburses these services 
when billed by a supervising physician. 
Exclusions: Group therapy and web-based 
counseling are NOT covered. Group therapy 
for tobacco cessation is only covered under 
BadgerCare and Wisconsin Medicaid outpa-
tient mental health services and outpatient 
substance abuse services. Counseling is NOT 
reimbursed for dentists or dental hygienists.

Quit Line: The Wisconsin Tobacco Quit Line 
is free and available 24/7 to assist all 
Wisconsin residents who want to quit: 
● Call 800-QUIT-NOW (800-784-8669)
● Text READY to 34191
● Visit www.WiQuitLine.org

Did You Know?
The smoking rate among Wisconsin 
Medicaid adult members is almost double the 
general population. Coaching on how to quit, 
combined with medication, can quadruple the 
chances of quitting smoking.

Medicaid/BadgerCare coverage for tobacco 
dependence treatment applies to treatment 
provided by any Medicaid-certified Wisconsin 
physician, nurse practitioner, physician 
assistant, dentist or pharmacist.

Covered Medications:
Medicaid/BadgerCare covers the following 
FDA-approved medications:
● Bupropion SR: Zyban, Wellbutrin or generic
● Nicotine lozenge: Over-the-counter
● Nicotine inhaler: Nicotrol (if available)
● Nicotine patch: Over-the-counter or

prescription
● Nicotine gum: Over-the-counter
● Varenicline: Chantix
● Combination therapy: ie, nicotine patch +

lozenge

Repeated courses of tobacco cessation 
treatment are allowed.

All medications require a diagnostic code 
(F17.2 Nicotine Dependence) and require 
a written prescription (even 
over-the-counter) by a Medicaid-certified 
provider (physician, nurse practitioner, 
physician assistant, pharmacist or 
dentist). 

Co-Pays: None for tobacco cessation. Per 
the Affordable Care Act, essential health 
benefits including tobacco cessation, are to 
be provided without cost to the patient. 




