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Background

The NSLB tobacco treatment program utilizes an Epic registry based on diagnostic codes to track new cancer
patients. The Epic registry is used for internal metrics reporting and is distinct from the official cancer registry
used for external reporting to state and federal agencies.

The official cancer registry has a lag-time due to time-intensive and manual verification of detailed medical
information for inclusion. By contrast, the Epic registry updates every two weeks, allowing NSLB to maintain
the accuracy and currency of their patient denominator for program operations and metrics reporting.

Data from the Epic registry are imported weekly into a TelASK the Quit Plan Manager system, a cloud-based
system that manages a track-and-triage workflow that identifies patients’ smoking status, proactively offers
them cessation support, and documents their responses. This publication details the program design and clinical
workflow of NSLB (Wakeman et al., 2026). The protocol below describes the build for the Epic registry.

Build

A disease registry (HFR) in Epic is used to track patient populations over time. An organization must be live on
Healthy Planet to build a disease registry. The cancer population registry is a patient-level registry that updates
every 14 days based on the patient’s active problem list at that point in time. Patients are included if they have
an active cancer diagnosis on the problem list in the EHR. A diagnosis (EDG) record list contained in a grouper
(VCQG) is maintained on the application side for this inclusion criterion. An additional inclusion criterion is that
the patient is not deceased.
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The Epic registry population is brought into a Clarity database at a patient level and forms the basis of a Clarity-
based extract to the TelASK Quit Plan Manager system described above and in Wakeman et al.
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